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It is already two centuries of biospeleological research of cave organisms in Balkan Peninsu-
la. Comprehensive scientific material was published, spread throughout periodicals, so the need for
its compiling arose. Since pioneer work of Hamann (HAMANN, 1896) via contribution of Wolf
(WOLF, 1934-1937) all the way to the recent contribution of Lebreton (LEBRETON, 1998, 1999), ef-
forts were made on presentation and systematization of biospeleological research. There are also
numerous regional bibliographies, as well as bibliographies and autobibliographies of certain bio-
speleologists. Anyway, all these endeavors are partial and only a precondition for compilation of an
integral bibliography of Balkan Peninsula region.

A need for an integral biospeleological bibliography of Balkan Peninsula is multiple. It
should serve as a corner stone to biospeleologists for making a list of cavernicolous organisms of
the Balkan Peninsula for further application in numerous researches performed by biological disci-
plines. The project »Fauna Europaea« showed that faunistic potential of the continent is in a range
of 200,000 species. Biospeleological research shows that large number of caves usually contain one
or more endemic species - in the world’s most famous and best explored caves up to 40 species!
Since the number of speleological sites in the Balkan Peninsula was estimated to between 30,000
and 50,000, it is certain that several thousand species should inhabit them. Biospeleological explo-
rations will obviously give important contribution to the project “Fauna Europaea”.

Balkan Peninsula was formed through series of geodynamic events (terranes concept). Mod-
ern geological-tectonic deliberations always include the origin and the genesis of the living world
of certain territory. Therefore, the origin and the genesis of the Balkan Peninsula, even the Europe
itself (as much for cryptobionts as for phanerobionts), can best be interpreted through analysis of
cavernicole organisms. This bibliography should indirectly contribute to a new biogeographic hy-
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pothesis, the one critically regarding the established classification of Guéorguiev (GUÉORGUIEV,
1977).

Natural resources have always been the foundation of economic prosperity of certain region.
One such a subtle, fragile and insufficiently known natural resource as cavernicole organisms are,
deserves special attention within the scope of socio-economic development plans. Fortunately, bi-
odiversity conservation policy showed its integrating powers at a global level. This bibliography
could serve the developmental economic plans and biodiversity conservation models, intended to
achieve sustainable development.

The bibliography incorporates data on recent plant and animal species and fossil species (pa-
leontology), as well as those on caves as habitats of ancient men. Bibliography that we present has
no pretensions on completeness. It is just an effort in integrating existing works of regional char-
acter. Limitations in literature collection are evident in its contents. Anyway, we decided to publish
it because the fact is it outdoes any existing one by the number of references. We would be grate-
ful to those colleagues who give contribution to its completeness.

I acknowledge for the help provided by colleagues biospeleologists from Biological Faculty
in Belgrade, gathered at the “Centre for Biospeleology in South-East Europe”, Belgrade.
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