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NEW MIRIDAE IN THE HETEROPTERA FAUNA OF SERBIA
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In the period 1999-2003, Serbian fauna was enriched by five new species from
family Miridae: Excentricus planicornis (Herrich-Schaeffer), Myrmecoris gracilis
(R. Sahlberg), Orthotylus (Orthotylus) tenellus Fallén, Omphal onotus quadriguttatus
(Kirschbaum), Pantilius tunicatus (Fabricius).
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INTRODUCTION

The continuous fieldwork and identification of specimens collected in the
period 1999-2003 enriched the Heteroptera fauna of Serbia with five new species
from family Miridae. These are; Excentricus planicornis (Herrich-Schaeffer),
Myrmecoris gracilis (R. Sahlberg), Orthotylus (Orthotylus) tenellus Fallén,
Omphalonotus quadriguttatus (Kirschbaum), Pantilius tunicatus (Fabricius). In
the same time, these are the new species in the Study Collection of Heteropterain
the Natural History Museum.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The processed specimens were collected by the classic method for catching
Heteroptera with the use of catcher. All the specimens are museologically pro-
cessed and have an appropriate inventory number. They are contained in the
Heteroptera Study Collection of the Natura History Museum
«600BEO595.7543».


mailto:protic.nhm@beotel.yu

Acta ent. serb., 2002, 7 (1/2): 11-15
12 LJ. ProTiC: New Miridae in the Heteroptera fauna of Serbia

For each species separatdly, data from the classical literature about family
Miridae were also used, as well as individual scientific papers, cited in the
Reference section.

LIST OF SITES

Bargjevo: a small town 20 km S of Belgrade. The locality Jezero is the pic-
nic grounds, surrounded by deciduous forest [DQ53].

Deliblatski Pesak (Deliblato Sand), situated in SE Banat, Serbia. On the
locality Devojacki Bunar ass. Chrysopogonetum pannonicumischaemetosum
[EQO6].

Kosma Mt in Sumadija, 45 km S of Belgrade, highest peak 626 m [DQ62].

Kragujevac: Sumarice, Spomen Park (Memorial Park), founded 50 years ago
in the immediate vicinity of the city [DP97].

Mala Motanica: a village in Sava River area, locality Zuto brdo in the
immediate vicinity — meadows 25 km SW from Belgrade [DQ44].

Tara Mt: a mountain in Western §abia highest peak 1544 m, 50 km W of
city of UZice. Locality Hajducka Cesmais situated between Kaluderske Bare
and Mitrovac [CP75].

RESULTS

The following five species of Miridae (Heteroptera) have been found in the
country surrounding Belgrade, in Central Part - Sumadija, in Vojvodina - Banat
and in Wester Serbia— Tara.

MIRINAE

Myrmecoris gracilis (R. Sahlberg,1848)

Kragujevac: Sumarice 2002-06-12 leg. Lj. Proti¢, col.nr. 840/2002
Deliblatski Pesak: Devojacki Bunar 2003-05-07 leg. A. Stojanovi¢, coal.nr.
953/2003

Pantilius tunicatus (Fabricius, 1781)

Kosmg 2003-10-04 na Corylus avellana, 5m, 7f leg. A. Stojanovi¢, cal.nr.
1006/2003
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ORTHOTYLINAE

Excentricus planicornis (Herrich-Schaeffer, 1836)

Bargjevo: Jezero 2002-06-01 1m, 2f leg. A. Stojanovi¢ col.nr. 813/2002
Mala Mostanica: Zuto brdo 2002-06-22 1f leg. A. Stojanovi¢ col.nr.
817/2002

Orthotylus (Orthotylus) tenellus Fallén, 1807

Kosmgj 2003-05-10 leg. A. Stojanovi¢ 2m, 1f col.nr. 905/2003

HALLODAPINAE
Omphalonotus quadriguttatus (Kirschbaum, 1856)
Tara Mt.: Hajducka Cesma 1999-07-22 2 m leg. Lj. Proti¢ col.nr. 583/99

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

The catalogue (ProTi¢ 1998) cites 237 species from family Miridae for
Serbia. The later studies increased this number by 21 new species. The continuous
research |leads to constant increase in number of recorded species, so 258 species
from family Miridae were recorded so far. The causes for this increase are, in the
first place, the existence of still insufficiently studied parts of Serbia, second, the
several years of systematic study of fauna of the broader vicinity of Belgrade, and
third, changes in natural habitats for certain species and their migration. During
the field work, special attention has been paid to arboricol ous species, which used
to be neglected in earlier studies, and this proved the existence of several new
species for fauna of Serbia.

Excentricus planicornis (Herrich-Schaeffer) was so far recorded only in two
localities in vicinity of Belgrade: Bargjevo and Mala Mo&tanica. In the neighbor-
ing countries, it was recorded only in Bulgaria. This species is distributed in
Europe and northern Asia. The records in Serbia and Bulgaria represent the south-
ern boundariesin distribution of this species. Thisisanew speciesfor State Union
of Serbia and Montenegro.

Myrmecoris gracilis (R. Sahlberg) is a new species for fauna of Serbia, and
aso for the State Union of Serbiaand Montenegro. On the Balkan Peninsulait was
recorded in Slovenia only in two localities (ProTi¢ 1998) as well as in Bulgaria
(AUuKEmA 1999). In the Collection of Heteroptera by Nikola Kormilev, which is
kept in Natural History Museum, there is only one specimen from Germany: Kahl.
Euroasian species.

Omphalonotus quadriguttatus (Kirschbaum) were collected on the road cut
through arock, among the weed roots, on the locality Hajducka cesma — Tara Mt.
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This species was on Balkan Peninsula also recorded in Bulgaria and Croatia. This
is European species, also recorded in severd localitiesin Asia: Kazakhstan. These
are the first specimens in the Collection of Heteroptera in the Natural History
Museum.

Orthotylus (Orthotylus) tenellus Fallén is a new species for fauna of Serbia,
and Kosmg Mt in Sumadija is so far the only locality where specimens of this
species were collected. For Montenegro, it is known only from the locality
Hercegnovi, where it was in ancient 1939 collected by Petar Novak (Novak &
WAGNER 1951). Otherwise, in Balkan Peninsula it was also recorded in Bulgaria
and Greece, while Aukema (1999) also cites ex Yugoslavia, the piece of datafrom
Montenegro. European species.

Pantilius tunicatus (Fabricius) is another new species for the fauna of State
Union of Serbiaand Montenegro. In the surrounding countries it was collected in
Slovenia (GocaLA & GocaLA 1986) and there are some old data in Croatia
(HorvATH 1897). In the Balkan Peninsula it was recorded in Bulgaria and Croatia
(AukemMA 1999). The specimen from Serbia, from the mountain Kosma in
Sumadija, supports the idea of broader distribution of this species in Balkan
Peninsula. It lives on deciduous species: Corylus avellana, Betula sp., Populus
nigra, Pirus communis, Prunus domesticus. Imago of this species appears in late
summer, when | usually already finished the fieldwork, so that was most probably
the reason why it was not recorded before. Euroasian species.
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HOBE MIRIDAE Y ®AYHU HETEROPTERA CPBUJE
Jb. Ilpotuh

NU3Boa

CranHuM paJoM Ha TepeHy U HUJICHTU(HUKAIUJOM YIOBJBEHUX
npumepaka ox 1999. no 2003. ¢payna Heteroptera Cpouje oborahena je 3a
jom met Bpcta u3 dammauje Miridae. To cy: Myrmecoris gracilis (R.
Sahlberg), Pantilius tunicatus (Fabricius), Excentricus planicornis
(Herrich-Schaeffer), Orthotylus (Orthotylus) tenellus Fallén u
Omphalonotus quadriguttatus (Kirschbaum). Hasenene Bpcre HOBe ¢y 1y
Crynujckoj 36upiu Heteroptera Ilpupoamadkor My3seja, ITO UM J1aje joIn
Behu 3Hauaj] «600BEO0595.7543.

VY karanory (ITpotnh 1998) naseneno je 237 Bpcta hamunuja Miridae
3a Cpbujy. KacHujum ucTpaxuBamnuMa 1aj Opoj ce cTanHo nosehasa, Tako
Ha je caja yrBpheHo 258 Bpera dammmje Miridae. To moBehame Hacraje
IpBO 300T jOIII YBEK HEIOBOJHHO MpoydeHHux kpajeBa CpOwuje, mpyro 300r
BUIIICTOTUIIILET CUCTeMaTcKoT npahema (ayne mmpe okonnHe beorpana u
Tpehe 300T MpoMeHa MPUPOJHUX CTAHUIITA 32 MOjeTUHE BPCTE M BBUXOBUX
MUrpanyja. ¥ TOKy TEpeHCKOT pajia Maxkma je nmocsehena u apOOpuKOIHIM
BpCTama, Koje Cy panuje 3anocrabibene. OTyna u HOBE apOOPHUKOIHE BPCTE
Pantilius tunicatus (Fabricius), ynosbena Ha Kocmajy na Coprylus avel-
lana. 3navajan je n nanas spcre Myrmecoris gracilis (R. Sahlberg), koja je
Ha BankaHnckom nonyoctpBy Hahena jour camo y byrapckoj u CioBeHUjH.

On net HoBHX BpcTa Heteroptera za ¢payny CpOuje yeTupu cy HOBE U
3a Jlpxasuy 3ajeaauiy Cpbuje u Llpue T'ope: Myrmecoris gracilis (R.
Sahlberg), Pantilius tunicatus (Fabricius), Excentricus planicornis
(Herrich-Schaeffer) m Omphal onotus quadriguttatus (Kirschbaum).
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