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The species Sphyracephala  europea Papp et Földvári was recorded for the first time in
Serbia at the site Stari Slankamen near Belgrade in November 1999. This is the second find-
ing of the above mentioned species in Europe, which is recently (1997) described from
Hungary.
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Diopsidae are a very interesting group of Diptera easily recognizable
by the lateral horn-like extensions tipped with compound eyes, which gave
them their name ”Stalk-eyed flies” (Fig. 1.). In recent European Fauna
(until, 1997) there was no registered presence of any species of this family,
which normally inhabits tropical and subtropical regions of Africa and Asia.
The only genus, which is spread outside of the above mentioned regions, is
Sphyracephala (Say) 1917 with Holarctic relict distribution (HENNIG,
1941). The genus Spyracephala includes 7 species of which the following
are established in the Palearctic: Sph. babajanidesi Zaitcev, 1919
(Azerbaidjan); Sph. nigrimana Loew, 1873 (Manchuria) and Sph. beccarii
(Rondani) 1873 in several African localities (STYSKAL, 1972).

On the November 2, 1999 at Stari Slankamen at the Danube, about 2
km northern from the mouth of the river Tisza (Fig. 2.) we came upon a per-
fectly still, packed swarm of tiny insects on the completely naked, dried,
high bank of loess. Disturbed by our presence, numerous flies of strange
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