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CONTRIBUTION TO THE CHOROLOGY OF THAMNURGUS VARIPES
EICHHOFF (COLEOPTERA: SCOLYTIDAE) IN EAST SERBIA

M. STEVANOVIC
YU-18000 Nis, Pobede 21/4

This paper presents the results of the investigation of Thamnurgus varipes Eichhoff and its distribution in
East Serbia. This species has been recorded for the first time in Serbia.
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INTRODUCTION

The family Scolytidac comprises small beetles which develop in different parts
of trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants.

The species in the genus Thamnurgus Eichoff live mostly on various herbaceous
plants, and also on spurges. This paper presents the data on the finding of the bark
beetle species in East Serbia. In the literature of the former Yugoslavia there are very
few data on this species.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The material was collected at 22 localities in East Serbia, between the rivers
VelikaMorava and JuZna Morava, NiSava and Timok. This study covers the majority
of plant associations which include wood spurge, host plant of Thamnurgus varipes
Eichhoff.

During the collection of bark beetles, we used an exhauster by which we
collected the adults individually and separately from each plant, after which they
were prepared in the usual way. The infested plants were herbarized to determine
the type and the scope of damage.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The genus Thamnurgus Eichh. is represented by 12 species in European fauna.
Four species were found in the regions of the former Yugoslavia, but there are very
few data:

Th. euphorbiae Kuster (1845) was found on wood spurge Euphorbia dendroi-
des L. near Dubrovnik by the German entomologist and malacologist CARL KUSTER
during his tour of Dalmatia in 1841. He described it in the second volume of his book
,.Die Kafer Europas” in 1845. It was then mentioned by SCHLOSSER-KLEKOVSKI
in the second volume of ,,Fauna kornjaSah Trojedne Kraljevine” (1878:514). He
specified the finding in Dalmatia, after KUSTER, but he stated wrongly that it was
found ,,under poplar bark™. This was also referred to by LANGHOFFER (1915:170.
The finding in Dalmatia was also cited by REITTER (1894:66) an PAGANETTI-
HUMMLER (1901:150). It was NOVAK (1952:416) in the book ,,Kornjasi Jadrans-
kog primorja” who gave detailed information on the localities along the Adriatic
Coast and on the host plant Euphorbia veneta Willd. (syn. E. wulfenii Hoppe). It was
mentioned on the same plant on Mt. Biokovo by SPAJIC (1983:168). We found a
few specimens at Denovi¢i in Mentenegro, also on E. veneta Willd. (leg. et det. M.
Stevanovi¢, 10" Aug 1990).

The species Th. kaltenbachi Bach (1849) was found by SCHLOSSER-KLE-
KOVSKI (1878:514) in Croatia on the plant Teucrium scorodonia L., which was also
referred to by LANGHOFFER (1915:17). There are no data on this species in our
literature.

In the former Yugoslavia, Th. delphinii Rosenhauer (1856) was referred to by
STARK (1952:312), while KARAMAN (1971:105) supposed that it would be found
also in Macedonia. There are no data for Serbia.

According to KNOTEK (1892:37), Th. varipes Eichhoff (1878) was found by
APFELBECK on wood spurge near Reljevo in Bosnia. The finding in Bosnia was
also mentioned by REITTER (1913:85, 1916:296) on Euphorbia amygdaloides L.
where it was found by MIHRAN.

According to STARK (1952:310), this species ranges in Caucasus, France,
Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Romania, North Greece, West Turkey,
and it is also said that it occurs in Yugoslavia, but no localities are mentioned.
PFEFFER (1955:159) claims its presence in Bulgaria. ZORA KARAMAN (1971:105)
supposes that it also lives in Macedonia.
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From the above it can be concluded that this species lives throughout the range
of its host plant E. amygdaloides L., consequently STARK could suppose that this
bark beetle is distributed in all parts of Yugoslavia along with the above spurge.

The data on the finding of this species in East Serbia confirm the above
hypothesis.

Th. varipes Eichh. was found at several localities in East Serbia, usually a
smaller number of specimens. The total number of collected specimens is 62. They
were found between May and August in different stages of development, starting
from larvae of different instars to adult forms. All specimens were found in the stems
of wood spurge Euphorbia amygdaloides L., usually along forest edges, in forest
openings and in conifer plantations covered with grass, which are not rare in this
region.

The species was recorded for the first time in May 1986 at the locality Hajducki
Kamen (1), then near the village Lukovo (2) in June 1986 and at the village Krivi
Vir in the same period, and then again near Hajducki Kamen in 1987. All these
localities are in the region of Kucajske Planine.

This was followed by detailed investigations along the stretch between the
rivers Velika Morava and Juzna Morava, NiSava and Timok. The bark beetle was
found at the following localities:

Juhor - Minina Kosa (4), 680 m, June-July 1986

Kuécaj - Grza (5), 590 m, June 1986, June 1987

Brestovacka Banja (6), 670 m, June 1986

Rtanj - near the road Paraéin-Boljevac (7), 700 m, July 1987

Bukovik - Jeréine Pojate (8), 650 m, June and July 1988

Obla Glava - above the village Poruznica (9), 380 m, July 1988

Paraéin - Cukar hill (10), 310 m, June and July 1986, 1987, 1988, 1990

Kalafat - Ljiljak (11), 720 m, May 1988; §ljiva (12), 650 m, June 1988; village
Kamenica (13), 430 m, July 1990.

Svrljiske Planine - village Crnoljevica (14, 700 m, July 1989 and June 1990;
Je¢miste (15), 720 m, June 1990; Si¢evacka Klisura (16), 320 m, June 1989;
Seli¢evica - Zl1i Do (17), 520 m, June 1990

Babicka Gora - Kosutina Ornica (18), 630 m, August 1990

Suva Planina - village Divljana (19), 470 m, June 1987; village Beziste (20), 500
m, June 1987; Orlovo Gnezdo (21), 750 m, July 1990; Bojanine Vode (22), 760
m, August 1990.



Acta ent. serb., 1998, 3 (1/2): 55-60
58 M. STEVANOVIC: The chorology of T. varipes in East Serbia

From the above survey, it can be seen that this bark beetle was found at 22
localities between the mountains Juhor, Kucaj, Rtanj, Obla Glava, Bukovik, Kalafat,
Svrljiske Planine, Suva Planina, Seli¢evica, and Babicka Gora.

Th. varipes host plant is wood spurge Euphorbiaamygdaloides L. On the stems
of the attacked plants, we can see the tunnel openings made by this bark beetle, most
nften in the leaf axiis of the terminal rosette, and often along the whole length of the

em, 2-5 mm wide. Gallery openings, as well as the gallery system, are charac-

Map 1 Distribution of the species Thamnurgus varipes Eichhoff in East Serbia
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teristically bluish-gray. This color originates from the dried milk exudate, which the
attacked plant exudes at the place of injury. It was observed that larval galleries are
rather long, and it is not rare that all larvae in an egg cluster are found in the same
gallery, which is filled with remnants of the chewed heartwood.

CONCLUSION

Although STARK includes the former Yugoslavia in the range of distribution
of the species Thamnurgus varipes Eichhoff, this paper presents the first data on the
findings of this species in Serbia, by which the above hypothesis has been confirmed.

During our five-year study, Th. varipes Eichh. was found at 22 localities in East
Serbia in the period between May and August. It was found on wood spurge
Euphorbia amygdaloides L., in the stems of characteristic appearance. The species
was found in all stages of its life cycle, in a relatively small number of specimens.

As wood spurge grows throughout Serbia, the new findings of this bark beetle
can positively be expected.
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I[MTPUIIOT TIO3HABABY PACITPOCTPABELA BPCTE
THAMNURGUS VARIPES EICHHOFF (COLEOPTERA: SCOLYTIDAE)
Y UCTOYHOJ CPEUTHA

M. CTEBAHOBHWh

H3Bo)

Y pany ce uU3naxy pe3yiTaTH UCTpakuBamwa cumma Thamnurgus varipes
Eichhoff y mcrounoj CpOnju, ca npuKa3oM pacnpocTpambetba OBE BPCTE KOja je
10 NPBH OyT YTBpheHa Koy Hac.

Mapna STARK (1952) u nperxonHy Jyrocnasujy yOpaja y apean BpcTe

Thamnurgus varipes Eichhoff, y oBoM nipuiiory ce mo npBu nyT HaBoJ¢ Hajla3u
ose BpcTe y CpOuju, unMe ce noTephyje Haia, rope noMeHyTa IpeTIOCTaBKaA.

Y TOKY INETOrOAHIIELMX HCTPAXKUBaKa, BPCTa je npoHaheHa Ha 22 n0Ka-
nmuTeTta y ucrounoj CpOuju y nepuopny u3meby maja u abrycra. Hanaxkena je
Ha IIYMCKO) MIIeYHKH Euphorbia amygdaloides L., unije cy cTabJbHKe TOKA3UBA-
Je KapakTepHCTHYHa obejeXkja IPHCYCTBa OBOI IIOTKOpHaka. Bpcra je
yTBpheHa y CBUM pa3BOJHHM CTAJUjyMHUMa, Y PeJIaTHBHO MaJIOM Opojy ITpuMe-
paka.

Kaxko mrymcka miieunka pacTe Ha YUTaBo] TEPUTOPH]H JyrociiaBuje, TO ce
MOTY ca CUTYpHOUIhY OUeKHBATH HOBH Ha/la3¥ IOMEHYTOT CHIILA.
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