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NEW RHYPAROCHROMINAE
IN THE HETEROPTERA FAUNA OF YUGOSLAVIA
(HETEROPTERA: LYGAEIDAE)

LJ. PROTIC
Natural History Museum, P. O. Box 401, YU-11000 Belgrade

The paper treats six species of the family Lygaeidae, subfamily Rhyparochromine, new for the Heteroptera
fauna of Yugoslavia. Of these, five have been caught in Belgrade neighbourhood: Drvinus latus, Taphropeltus
contractus, Megalonotus mixtus, Rhyparochromus leucodermus, Plinthisus longicollis and one: Plinthisus
elongarus, was found on Mt, Veliki Krf in eastern Serbia.
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INTRODUCTION

Much attention has been given to the Heteroptera fauna in the neighbourhood
of Belgrade for the past ten years. Field investigations have yielded dozens of new
species for the faunas of Serbia, Yugoslavia, even Balkan Peninsula (PROTIC, 1987,
PROTIC, 1993; PROTIC, 1997; PROTIC, 1998; PROTIC & STOJANOVIC 1998). Of
the six species considered, only one does not originate from Belgrade wider arca and
was collected in eastern Serbia.

The specimens: Drymus latus Douglas et Scott, Taphropeltus contractus (He-
rrich-Schaeffer), Megalonotus mixtus (HORVATH), Rhyparochromus leucodermus
Fieber were collected by Aleksandar STOJANOVIC, an entomologist of the Natural
History Museum in Belgrade. The species Plinthisus elongatus Horvith, was caught
by Dr Gabor MAESAROS an entomologist of the Institute of Biological Research in
Belgrade. The remaining species investigated, Plinthisus longicollis Fieber, was
found by Vladimir KODRIC at Zemun as early as 1941. It was kept in the non-iden-
tified material in the Entomological Collection of the Natural History Museum in
Belgrade.
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The specimens of all species cited in this paper are kept in the Entomological
Collection of the Natural History Museum in Belgrade (600 BEO 0595754). They
have been treated museologically and given collecting number (col. no.).

LIST OF SITES

— Mala MoStanica, a village in Posavina, located 25 km SW of Belgrade,
deciduos forest [DQ44]

— Mt. Avala 510 ma.s.l. 15 km S of Belgrade in Sumadija [DQ64]
— Kosutnjak, forest park in Belgrade, 7 km away from city centre [DQ55]

— Zuto Brdo, meadow in the immediate vicinity of the village Mala MoStanica
[DQ44]

— Zemun, a small town, part of Belgrade, N of the Sava and the Danube rivers
[DQ56]

— Veliki Krs (1148 m), E Serbia, near the small town of Bor (22° 6’ E: 44° 5°
N). [EP89]

RESULTS

The first five species of Rhyparochrominae (Heteroptera: Lygaeidae) have been
found in Belgrade wider area, while the one last-mentioned was caught on Mt. Veliki
Krs near the small town of Bor in eastern Serbia.

Rhyparochromus ( Microtomideus) leucodermus (FIEBER, 1861) col. no.
449/97 one male was found at Mala MoStanica in deciduous forest, May 3. 1997.

Drymus latus Douglas et Scott, 1871 col. no. 555/98, one male was found on
Mt. Avala in the immediate neighbourhood of Belgrade, May 5, 1998.

Taphropeltus contractus (Herrich-Schaeffer, 1835) col. no. 480/97 one male
was caught in the forest park of KosSutnjak in Belgrade, August 17, 1997.

. Megalonotus mixtus (Horvath 1887) col. no. 573/98 one male was collected at
the site of Zuto Brdo, July 25, 1998.

Plinthisus elongatus Horvith, 1886 col. no. 209/88 one male was discovered
on Mt. Veliki Kr§, May 5, 1988

Plinthisus longicollis Fieber, 1861, col. no. 593/98 one male was collected at
Zemun, 1941.
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Occurrence of the species of Plinthisus genus on Balkan Peninsula according to countries: AL - Al-
bania, BU - Bulgaria, GR - Greece, KR - Crete, YU - Yugoslavia, BH - Bosnia and Herzegovina,
MC - Macedonia, CR - Croatia, RU - Romania, CY - Cyprus, TU - Turkey. The last column shows
general distribution: ES = Eurosiberian; Med = Mediterranean; HM = Holomediterranean: PM =
Pontomediterrancan; EMed. = Euromediterranean; @ species first published for Yugoslavia.

No Species AL BU GR YU BH MC CR RU TU Distribution
01 P. angulatis Horvith + Y Med.
02 P. balcanicus Wagner + Endemic
03 P. brevicollis Ferran + o+ o+ Y Med
04 P. brevipennis (Latreille)  + + + EMed.
05 P. convexus Fieber + + NM
06 P. coracinus Horvith + o+ 4+ + Endemic
07 P. elongatus Horvith + + Med
08 P. flavipes Fieber % Endemic
09 P. logicollis Fieber + + o+ ks HM
10 P. major Horvith + HM
11 P. mehadiensis Horviith + o+ o+ - Endemic
12 P. perpusillus Wagner + Endemic
13 P. piloselus + Med
14 P. (Isiosevtes) ptilloides 3 ” Med
Puton
o bt 2
16, inutissimus rebes : Med
o Bl +
18 P. (Plinthisomus) P + ES

pusillus Schohz
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DISCUSSION

The species Rhyparochromus (Microtomideus) leucodermus, captured in deci-
duous forest at the site of Mala Mostanica is the second ever recorded finding of this
species on Balkan Peninsula, the first record having been made by Ioakimoff in
Bulgaria 73 years ago (IOAKIMOFF, 1926). The species Rh. leucodermus is wides-
pread in the Mediterranean area (SLATER, 1964). The sites on Balkan Peninsula lie
on the northern boundary of its range.

The range of the species Drymus latus encompasses the western part of
Eurosiberian area. The data on its distribution on Balkan Peninsula are scarce. Only
records of single specimens have been made in Slovenia and Croatia (MONTADON,
1886; GOGALA & GOGALA, 1986; GOGALA & GOGALA, 1989; PROTIC,
1993/94). The record on Mt. Avala near Belgrade is thus the more important, as it is
the only one from Yugoslavia.

The species Taphropeltus contractus is Euromediterranean in distribution. Its
record in Belgrade neighbourhood in forest park KoSutnjak is the first for Serbia and
Yugoslavia. Nikola KORMILEV’s Yugoslav Collection of Heteroptera includes
specimens from Macedonia, the site of Bukovik: Zvezda November 21, 1938 leg. N.
KORMILEV (PROTIC. 1987a). In ex-Yugoslav areas, the species has been noted in
Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Macedonia (PROTIC, 1993/94). In
the Balkans, it has also been found in Romania, Bulgaria, Greece, and Albania
(JOSIFOV, 1986).

The record of the species Megalonotus mixtus at the site of Zuto Brdo is the
first for Yugoslavia and Balkan Peninsula. Six species of this genus are known from
ex-Yugoslav areas (PROTIC, 1993/94), and ten from Balkan Peninsula (JOSIFOV,
1986). Inferring from data on general distribution, its range extends over western and
southern Europe, as well as over the southern part of Africa (SLATER, 1964)

The two last-mentioned species belong to the genus Plinthisus Stephens (HOR-
VATH, 1877) (Tab. I), represented on Balkan Peninsula by 18 species, five of which
are endemic: Plithisus balcanicus Wagner, P. coracinus Horvith, P. flavipes Fieber,
P. mehadiensis Horvith, P. perpusillus Wagner (JOSIFOV. 1986)

The record of species Plinthisus elongatus at the site of Veliki Kr¥ is the first
for Serbia and Yugoslavia. The species is widespread in the Mediterranean area
(STICHEL, 1957-1962). Its site in Yugoslavia represents the northernmost point of
its range, which was until now considered to be the island of Hvar: Sveti Nikola
(NOVAK & WAGNER, 1951). Thus the boundary has been shifted northwards and
deeper into the continent.
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The species Plinthisus longicollis has been found in ex-Yugoslav areas in
Slovenia (GOGALA & MODER.1960), Croatia (NOVAK & WAGNER, 1951), and
Macedonia (JOSIFOV, 1986). It has been recorded in all Balkan countries, except
Romania. In Yugoslavia, it was first found at the site of Zemun.

CONCLUSIONS

Of the six species treated in this paper, one is new to the Heteroptera fauna of
Balkan Peninsula: Megalonotus mixtus. Also noteworthy is the second recorded
occurrence of the species Rhyparochromus (Microtomideus) leucodermus on Balkan
Peninsula. The other four species: Drymus latus, Taphropeltus contractus, Plinthisus
elongatus, Plinthisus longicollis are new to the Heteroptera fauna of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro).

Owing to sustained efforts at collecting and determining Heteroptera, the
number of species for the Heteroptera fauna of Yugoslavia has been increasing
vearly. so that the numerical data from the Check list of the Heteroptera fauna of
Yugoslav Countries (PROTIC, 1993/94) had to be altered. The present paper brings
the number of the species of Lygaeidae family known from Yugoslavia to 230.
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HOBE RHYPAROCHROMINAE
Y PAYHU XETEPOIITEPA JYTOCITABWIE (HETEROPTERA:
LYGAEIDAE)

Ib. IMPOTHUR

Usson

[TocnenarLux eceT rojiuna HHTEH3UBHO HCTPaKyjeMo (payHy Heteroptera
okomHe Beorpana. Kao pesyiarar OBUX TepecKHX HCTPaKUBamba Cy Ha iece-
THHE HOBHX BpcTa 3a (hayny CpOuje. Jyrocnasuje, na yak u banganckor
noayoctpia (ITPOTUR, 1987; TIPOTH R, 1993: TIPOTUT:, 1997: TIPOTHT.
1998; ITPOTUR & CTOJAHOBHT 1998). Jenna onf miect obpahennx Bpera y
OBOM pajly Huje ca mmper noapyyja beorpana, seh je yi10RbeHa Y HCTOYHO]
Cp6ujn Ha rranusn Bemnkn Kpi,

. Bpere: Drymus latus DOUGLAS et SCCOTT, Taphropeltus contractus (HE-
’QQQPJ-SCHAEFFER), Megalonotus mixtus (HORVATH), Rliyparochromus leuco-
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dermus FIEBER ynosuo je uHr. Anekcangap CTOJAHOBHWR, enromolior y
[pupoamaukom my3ejy y beorpany. Bnagumup KOJIPUY cakynuo je Plinthi-
sus longicollis FIEBER, jow gasue 1941, a Plinthisus elongatus HORVATH yoBHO
je ip F'adbop MECAPOII entomonor y MHCTUTYTY 32 OHOJIOIIKA HCTPaKHBa-
a "Cunnma CraukoBuh™.

On wect oOpabennx BpcTa y OBOM pajiy jejiHa je HoBa 3a chayny Heteroptera
Bankanckor nonyocrpsa. To je Megalonotus mixtus, yTOB/bEHa Ha JIBajiaMa y
okonuHu Mase Mowrranuue Ha gokaiautety 2Kyto 6pro. Bpera Rhyparochro-
mus (Microtomideus) leucodermus. Koja je yJIOB/beHa Y TUCTOMAJHO] LIYMHI Ha
nokanurety Masia Momranuia je Tex Apyru Hajas ope Bpcre Ha basikanckoMm
nosayoctpsy. [Ipsu Haa3 oBe BpeTe Ha baKkaHCKOM MOJIyOCTPBY 3a0e/1eKHO
je IOAKIMOFF y Byrapckoj npe 73 roanse (IOAKIMOFF, 1926). Bpcra Rh.
leucodermus je pacnpocTpameHa y MeuTepay (SLATER. 1964). JIokanuteTn
oBe BpcTe Ha BaskaHCKOM [I0JIyOCTPBY Hajla3e Ce Ha CEBEPHOJ IPAHUIIA H>EHOT
apeana. Ocrasne uernpu Bpere: Drymus latus, Taphropeltus contractus, Plinthisus
elongatus, Plinthisus longicollis vose cy 3a ayny Xereponrepa Jyrocnasuje
(CpGuja u Lpua I'opa).

CrajlHUM pajgoM Ha cakaylubamy H uieHTH(]HKauuju Heteroptera Opoj
Bpcra 3a (payny Heteroptera Jyrocnapuje ce cake ropuse nosehasa tako jia cy
nocnesn opojuann nogaun (IMTPOTHUh, 1993/94) yschann. Ca opum npuio-
rom 6poj noszuarux spera hamunuje Lygaeidae y Jyrocnasuju caja je 230.

[Tpumep1 CBUX BpPCTa KOju cy oGpabenn y oBom pajy uyBajy ce y ExTO-
MouoKoj 36upuu Ilpupomamaukor myseja y beorpagy (600 BEO 0595754),
My3€0I0LIKH ¢y 06pabenn u nMajy ofiroBapajyhu KosnekTopcku 6poj (col. no.).
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