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A male of Anax parthenope (Sélys, 1839) was taken in Zrenjanin, Banat, on june 5, 1995, This is the sec-
ond record of the species in Serbia. The scarcity of this species in the S Pannonian Lowlands is discussed.

The authors of the present paper carried out the field examinations of Odonata
in the Special Reserve of Nature “Stari Begej - Carska Marsh™ near the town of
Zrenjanin in Banat, during 1994 and 1995. The purpose of the examinations was to
get data of the Odonata species inhabiting the Reserve, and secondly to contribute to
our knowledge of the habitat distribution and diversity of the Odonata species in
Serbia. The results of the examination will be published elsewhere.

Concurrently with that examination, a trial research was carried out at three
lakes lying in the very centre of the town of Zrenjanin (Fig. 1). These lakes were
formed artificially by obstructing the old water-course of the river Begej with em-
bankments. One of these lakes has become overgrown with aquatic vegetation due
to a relatively shallow water, so that it represents a typical pool habitat.

On June 5, 1995 - in addition to some already known Odonata species - a mele
of the Anax dragonfly species was taken at the pool described briefly. The dragonfly
was netted while flying above water along the pool bank. The male specimen was
identified in the laboratory as Anax parthenope (Sélys, 1839). This is the second
record of the species in Serbia (Fig. 2).
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Fig. 1. A sketch map showing the finding - sites of Anax parthenope in Serbia. R = Ridjica, Z =
Zrenjanin, NB = Novi Beéej, B = Beograd.

Fig. 2. Right wings of the Anax parthenope male taken at Zrenjanin.
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A male of Anax parthenope (Sélys) was found by Frankovi¢ (1990) at the vil-
lage of Ridjica, situated in N Backa, near the boundary between Serbia and Hungary
(Fig. 1). That was the first record of the species in Serbia.

In addition, Anax parthenope has so far been recorded in: Slovenia (KiauTa,
1961, 1969), Croatia (Dumont, 1977; Frankovic, 1990) and Macedonia
(BuchHoLz, 1963; Karaman, 1981, 1987; and PETERS & HACKETHAL, 1986).

In respect to biogeography, 4. parthenope is an Asian-Mediterranean species,
whose centre of distribution lies in the Mediterranean. It is rare in Central Euopre. 4.
parthenope is confined to the area of standing water.

In the S Pannonian Lowlands, 4. parthenope seems to has become a rare spe-
cies due to a drastic decrease in suitable breeding sites in the area. The problem was
discussed generally in a paper published recently about the Odonata species in the
country surrounding Novi Becej, a town situated not far from Zrenjanin in Banat
(Fig. 1). Large swamps remained in the S Pannonian Lowlands till the 18th century.
Huge, long-lasting public works of digging canals for drainage, irrigation and navi-
gation, as well as building embankments started in the Lowlands at the end of the
18th century. Drainage and other activities reclaimed for agriculture a vast part of
swamps. However, in that manner, aquatic and marshy vegetation have been re-
stricted to ox-bow lakes, swamps remained, and artificial channels. Consequently,
aquatic insects, fish, birds and animals lost an enormous part of their habitats
(Apamovi¢ & VuaTov, 1996).

There is another interesting detail. The flight of A. parthenope *“is not so rapid
as that of its larger congener” 4. imperator “and when males of the two species are
at the same pond, territorial A. imperator repeatedly harass 4. parthenope causing
them to move continually from one area to another” (Askew, 1988).
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JIPYTU HAJIA3 ANAX PARTHENOPE SELYS
(ODONATA:AESHNIDAE) ¥V CPBUJU

C. CAHTOBALL U Jb. AHBYC

HU3Bon

Jeman myxjak Bpcre Anax parthenope (Sélys, 1839) ynosibeH je Ha Mmamom,
BEIUTAYKH HACTAJIOM M 3a0apeHoM jesepy y LeHTpYy 3pemaHuna y Bauary, S-or jyHa
1995. To je npyru Hanas oBor komuua y Cpouju (Pur. 1, 2). Bpera je npsu nyt nahena
Koz cena Pubuue y ceBeproj Baukoj (FRANKOVIC, 1990).

A. perthenope je MeaMTepaHCKO-a3HjcKa BPCTa, Ca EHTPOM PaclpOCTPamberha Y
Menurepany. Besana je 3a crajahe Boge. V Cpenmwoj Esponu je petka. V jyxuum ze-
nosBuma [TaHoHCKe HU3Mje OBa BPCTa je BEPOBATHO MOCTaa PETKA, YCIIe APACTHYHOT
CMamberba BeHHX CTAHHIITA T10CNIE HCYIINBAba OTPOMHUX MOYBAPA KOj€ CY I10CTojaje
y Husuju. Bpery A. parthenope, nHaue, OTHCKYje KPYHUjU M CHaXKHUjH Anax im-
perator ako ce Haljy y MCTOM CTaHMIUTY.
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