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ANT SPECIES (HYMENOPTERA: FORMICIDAE) COLLECTED
IN THE PROKLETLJIE RANGE AND THE SURROUNDINGS OF PEC,
METOHIJA, SERBIA

i. Z. PETROV

Institute of Zoology, Faculty of Biology, University of Belgrade,
YU-11000 Beograd

The 23 ant species (Formicidae) collected by Dr J. Pani¢ (1963) in the Prokletije Range
and the surroundings of Pe¢, Metohija, Serbia are presented and commented. All species
are new for the mentioned areas. Five of them: Manica rubida (Latreille), Messor structor
(Latreille). Tetramorium diomedaeum (Emery), Cataglyphis hellenicus Forel, Formica pres-
silabris Nylander, are the first records for the myrmecofauna of Serbia.

Key worD: Hymenoptera, Formicidae, Mt. Prokletije, Metohija, Serbia.

INTRODUCTION

Ant species of several characteristic areas of Serbia were formerly record-
ed, namely: 17 species of the forest region of Majdanpek (Z1voiNovi¢, 1950);
11 species of an area of sand dunes, Deliblatska Pes¢ara (GRADOIEVIC, 1963).
and 32 species of the same area (PETROV, 1994); 12 species of some oak tree
communities in the mountain Jastrebac (PETROV, 1986), and 13 species of the
vast pasture grounds in the mountain Stara Planina (PETROV & MESAROS, 1988).
Nevertheless, myrmecofauna of Serbia is still insufficiently investigated

The present paper deals with the ant species collected in the Prokletije Range
and the surroundings of Pe¢, Metohija, Serbia. The long and complex range of
high mountains Prokletije, with Streoc (2377 m), Djeravica (2556 m) and some
other peaks, stretches between Serbia, Montenegro and Albania. On the contra-
ry, Metohija, with the main town of Pe¢, is a vast depression formed by sinking
of land along the east foothills of the Prokietije Range.
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The myrmecofauna of both areas remained unexplored. Therefore, any con-
tribution to the knowledge of ants in these areas appears to be useful.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Myrmecological material elaborated in this work was collected by Dr. J. PANIC
in the area of the Prokletije Range and the surroundings of Peé¢, Metohija, Ser-
bia, during June and July 1963.

The Formicidae species in this collection were primarily identified by H.
HAMANN. The author of this paper checked all the species using the following
keys: KUTTER (1977), CoLLINGWOOD (1978, 1979), AGOSTI & COLLINGWOOD
(1987), and SEIFERT (1988, 1988a). The identification of the species were also
verified by Dr C. A. CoLLINGWOoOD (Skipton, U. K.).

A disadvantage of this collection is the lack of the detailed indication of the
collecting sites. Specimens are marked with "Prokletije”, and rarely "Pec".

RESULTS AND COMMENTS

The collection contains 23 ant species, belonging to 11 genera and 3 sub-
families (Tab. 1).

H. HAMANN identified the subspecies Tetramorium ferox diomedacum Em-
ery. This name is not available any more. According to the key by AGOSTI &
COLLINGWOOD (1987), and after checking by Dr C. A. COLLINGWOOD, the name
was corrected to T diomedaeum (Emery).

Cataglyphis cursor Fonscolombe was identified by H. HAMANN. According to
Dr C. A. COLLINGWOOD, the species is definitely C. hellenicus (Forel). Some au-
thors used to determine C. hellenicus as C. cursor ssp. hellenicus Emery, C. ¢. ssp.
hellenica Santchi, or Myrmecocistus cursor var. hellenicus Forel (AGOSTI, 1990).

The subspecies Formica exsecia pressilabris Nylander was identified by H.
HAMANN. It has been changed to F pressilabris Nylander, after checking by Dr
C. A. COLLINGWOOD.

Formica glebaria Emery was identified by H. HAMANN. This species corre-
sponds to I cunicularia Latreille, after checking by Dr C. A. COLLINGWOOD.

All of the 23 listed species are new for the Prokletije Range and the sur-
roundings of Pe¢, Metohija. Among them, the following five species: Manica
rubida (Latreille), Messor structor (Latreille), Tetramorium diomedaeum (Em-
ery), Cataglyphis hellenicus Forel, and Formica pressilabris Nylander were not
previously reported from Serbia. With these five ants, the number of species
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Table 1.

List of ant species (Formicidae) collected by Dr
J. PANIC (1963) in the Prokletije Range and the
surroundings of Pe¢, Metohija, Serbia.

Subfamily: Myrmicinae
Manica rubida (Latreille, 1802)*
Myrmica lobicornis Nylander, 1846
Myrmica ruginodis Nylander. 1846
Messor structor (Latreille, 1798)*
Tetramorium caespitum (Linnaeus, 1758)
Tetramorium diomedaeum (Emery)*

Subfamily: Dolichoderinae
Tapinoma nigerrimum (Nylander. 1886)
Subfamily: Formicinae
Prenolepis nitens (Mayr, 1852)
Lasius alienus (Foerster. 1850)
Lasius flavus (Fabricius, 1781)
Lasius fuliginosus (Latreille, 1798)
Camponotus acthiops (Latreille, 1798)
Camponotus herculeanus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Camponotus ligniperdus (Latreille, 1802)
Camponotus vagus (Scopoli, 1763)
Cataglyphis hellenicus Forel, 1886*
Formica cunicularia Latreille, 1798
Formica fusca Linnaeus, 1758
Formica pratensis Retzius, 1783
Formica rufa Linnaeus, 1758
Formica polyctena Foerster, 1850
Formica pressilabris Nyalnder, 1846*
Polyergus rufescens (Latreille. 1798)

* The first record for the myrmecofauna of Serbia

known from Serbia amounts to 97 ant species (PETROV, 1995). That is more than
46% of 210 species found in former Yugoslavia (PETROV & COLLINGWOOD, 1992),
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BPCTE MPABA (HYMENOPTERA: FORMICIDAE) CAKYIIJbEHE ¥
MACHUBY ITPOKIETHUIA U OKOJIMHU ITERHW, METOXUIA, CPEHUITA

M. 3. TTeTPOR

H3Bon

Miupmekodayna Cpbije je joll YBeK HE[JOBOJLHO HCTpaXeHa. BpeTe MpaBa
obpabene y oBoM pajly npejicTaBibajy IPBH OPHJIOL MO3HABAKY OBHX HHCEKATa
u3 macupa [lpokieruja u okonune ITehn y Metoxujn.

Marepujan je npukynuo ap J. TTAHWR (1963), a np b. [IPOBEHUK (Jby6ma-
aa, CiioBeHHja) ra je ycTynuo ayropy Ha obpajy. Martepujan je 6o npeanmn-
HapHO JieTepMuHHCcad ofi cTpane H. HAMANN-a. Ay7Top je NpoOREpHO HIEHTH-
huKanmjy crake BpcTe H, KOHavYHO, JleTepMunanije je pepucpukopao nip C. A,
COLLINGWOOD (Skipton, Yjenumeno Kpameserso). HegocraTtak oBe 36HpKe
pe/CTaRba OJCYCTBO ONHXKUX NOJJaTaKa O MECTHMA CaKyllJbahd; HABEJICHE CY
camo "llpoknernje"” u pebe "[leh".

MuEpMeKONOMIKH MaTepHjan unHe 23 BpeTe, Koje ce cpperaBajy y 11 pojiora
u3 3 nogdamunnje (Tab. 1). [TaTa cy KpaTKn KOMERTApU 0 BpCcTaMa KOJ1 KOjUX Cy
H3BE/ICHE POMEHE Y NPEIAMHEAPHO] leTepMuHanuji. Konauno, HcTakuyTo je
na cy spete: Manica rubida (Latreille), Messor structor (Latreille), Tetramorium
diomedaeum (Emery), Cataglyphis hellenicus Forel u Formica pressilabris Nylander
Hose 3a payny Mpapa CpOuje. Ca oBHX DeT BpeTa, VKYIHE O6p0j NO3HATHX BPCTA
y Cp6ujn nsuocu 97 (PETROV, 1995), mito uuny BHiue oj 46% OJ1 CBAX JIO cajia
NO3HATHX BpcTa y MEpMeKodayHn npeTxogae Jyrocuaesje.

Received January 19, 1996.
Accepted March 4, 1996.





